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Glowing praise for Air Force Materiel Command (AFMC) Materiel Systems Group (MSG) employees flowed from University of Dayton (UD) students and faculty involved in a recently completed senior project for Management Information System (MIS) students. MSG staff mentored students involved in a project to develop a Personal Data Assistant (PDA) application and web-based interface for MSG’s facility management team. 

The three-person student team worked with Mike Barry and Chad Zeretzke, members of the MSG Enterprise Solutions’ Mobile Computing Solutions Team, and Christine Lance, MSG Resource Management facilities technician, to develop requirements for the application, which they created from scratch. Theirs was just one of 14 senior projects done this academic year.

The students’ goal was to write computer code that allows facility technicians to use a hand-held computing device to input repair information while “in the field” performing their routine duties in one of the three buildings occupied by MSG staff. Upon returning to the facility office, technicians could “hot sync” information contained in the PDA to a web-interface that tracks the needed repairs from start to finish. This coordination or synchronizing process occurs when the PDA is placed in a docking station connected to a computer, allowing the PDA to “talk” and share information with the web-based interface.


This new functionality is not only expected to save time for the technicians, but it should also get repairs done faster and make it easier to track maintenance items—everything from changing a light bulb to fixing a leaking roof. 


The successful project culminated Friday, 23 April, when the student team made a formal oral presentation of their completed project before an audience on the UD campus. The student team included Mike Dunn of Akron, Clark Oeler of Pittsburgh, PA, and Brian Bubak of Cincinnati. 


The soon-to-be-graduating seniors told their audience about the project from start to finish, including what they learned from the process and how great it was to work with the MSG team. Part of their experience included “shadowing” facility technicians as they performed their jobs. 
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